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Briefly In Sports
LeBron Leads High-Priced Free Agent Class:
NEW YORK (AP) — Let the bidding and begging begin.
The NBA’s free agency period has opened, with LeBron
James leading perhaps the deepest group of players to
ever hit the market. Atlanta’s Joe Johnson was expecting
early visits in Los Angeles from the Hawks and New York
Knicks. Things get interesting later today when the New
Jersey Nets and Knicks are scheduled for visits to Ohio
to meet with James. Other free agent top guns include
Dwyane Wade, Chris Bosh, Dirk Nowitzki, Amare
Stoudemire and Carlos Boozer, Shaquille O’Neal and
Ray Allen, Rudy Gay and David Lee.

Doc Rivers to Return As Celtics Coach:
BOSTON (AP) — The people that matter the most to Doc
Rivers wanted him to keep coaching — so he will. The
Boston Celtics’ coach will return for another season,
staying with the team he led to the NBA finals twice in
three years for a run at another championship. “A lot of
soul-searching with the family,” said Rivers. “Talking to
my wife, she was really the one who said, ‘You’ve got to.’
I just think she wanted me out of the house more than
anything. My kids all said, ‘You’re a coach. That’s what
you are. And you’re a parent, and we appreciate both.’
And so that made it easier.”

Cunningham’s Young Son Dies In Accident:
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The 2-year-old son of former NFL
star quarterback Randall Cunningham has died in what
authorities on Wednesday called an apparent backyard
hot tub accident. The Clark County coroner’s office iden-
tified the child as Christian Cunningham, and said the
cause of death was pending. Las Vegas police Officer
Marcus Martin, a department spokesman, said the death
appeared to have been an accidental drowning, but au-
thorities were still investigating. Cunningham, 47, is an
ordained minister and pastor of a church six blocks off
Las Vegas Boulevard that he runs with his wife, Felicity.
Christian Cunningham was the youngest of their four
children.

Vick Left Minutes Before Shooting: VIRGINIA
BEACH, Va. (AP) — The spokesman for the nightclub
where Michael Vick held his birthday bash says the
Philadelphia Eagles quarterback left in a car minutes be-
fore a shooting outside, contradicting Vick’s attorney’s
timeline. Vick’s attorney, Larry Woodward, told The Asso-
ciated Press on Tuesday that Vick left the establishment
at least 10 minutes, and perhaps as many as 20 minutes,
before the shooting. Allen Fabijan, spokesman for
Guadalajara Mexican restaurant and nightclub, said
Wednesday that time-stamped footage from a surveil-
lance camera outside the entrance of the club shows a
car with Vick inside leaving at 2:07 a.m. — about 4 min-
utes before the shooting a block away. Woodward did not
return calls from the AP on Wednesday.

Clemens Keeps Balls In The Yard: MIDLAND,
Texas (AP) — Roger Clemens fired a pitch low and away,
then watched it go flying down the right-field line. It
twisted foul — and he couldn’t have been more disap-
pointed. The ball was hit by his son, Koby, on his first
swing in the Texas League Home Run Derby. It turned
out to be as close as the kid came to taking his old man
deep. Five of the other seven hitters also took 0-fers,
mainly because of a stiff wind blowing straight in from left
field. The Rocket did his part to help, keeping his heater
in the lukewarm range of 60 to 65 mph and trying to put
the ball wherever batters wanted. “They asked for them
outside,” Roger Clemens said. “That’s the only thing I
gave them. It’s a little more difficult than it looks.”

Nigeria Prez Suspends Soccer Competi-
tion: ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — The president of Nigeria
has suspended the national soccer team from interna-
tional competition for two years after a poor showing at
the World Cup. Ima Niboro, a spokesman for President
Goodluck Jonathan, made the announcement Wednes-
day, saying the ban would enable the country to reorgan-
ize its football administration. Niboro said that all funding
for the World Cup squad, including the hiring of Swedish
coach Lars Lagerback, would be investigated. Nigeria
was eliminated from the World Cup with just one point,
which came in a 2-2 draw with South Korea in its final
game. Nigeria lost to Argentina 1-0 in its Group B opener
and fell to Greece 2-1 in a game turned by the first-half
expulsion of midfielder Sani Kaita.

USA, Japan To Meet In Softball Matchup:
CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Jennie Finch hit a grand
slam to lead the United States to a 16-1 victory against
Canada and remain unbeaten in the world softball cham-
pionships on Wednesday. The United States and Japan,
which beat Venezuela 2-0 earlier in the day, are both 8-0
heading into their matchup today in the double-elimina-
tion playoff phase of the tournament. The finals are Fri-
day and Japan and the U.S. are the overwhelming
favorites to play for the title. Japan defeated the United
States in the final game in the 2008 Olympics to take
gold.

UCLA Kicks Three Freshman Off Team: LOS
ANGELES (AP) — UCLA coach Rick Neuheisel has dis-
missed three incoming freshmen from the football team
for violating team rules. The school says Paul Richard-
son, Shaquille Richardson and Josh Shirley were in-
formed of the decision. The trio of 18-year-olds won’t be
allowed to continue summer school and won’t be permit-
ted to enroll at UCLA for fall quarter. If they meet certain
requirements set by Neuheisel, they may be allowed to
enroll in January. Additional discipline may be imposed
by the dean of students.

Saban Statue Behind Schedule:
TUSCALOOSA, Ala. (AP) — A statue of Alabama football
coach Nick Saban might not be ready in time for the
Sept. 4 season opener against San Jose State. Thad
Turnipseed, the Crimson Tide’s director of athletic facili-
ties, said the unveiling might have to wait until midsea-
son in order to get it just right. The statue will honor
Saban for the program’s latest national title. “We’re about
65 percent there,” Turnipseed said. The four previous
Tide coaches to win national titles all have statues in the
plaza area outside the stadium: Wallace Wade, Frank
Thomas, Paul W. “Bear” Bryant and Gene Stallings.
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Celebrating the shelter’s completion were (l-r)) Ware County Touchdown Club President Daniel Morris, D&S Roofing owner Whit Dixon,
Century Metals owners Marshall and Abby Gillis, Ware County Gator head coach Ed Dudley, Touchdown Club Treasurer Greg Sirmans,
Georgia Power employee Terry Griffin and Touchdown Club media chair Clay Thomas.
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Ware County quarterback Josh Bennett (top photo) delivers a pass against Brantley
County during Wednesday morning’s 7-on-7 passing scrimmage. Brantley County re-
ceiver E.J. Thomas (bottom photo) makes a catch of a Devon Blankenship pass in front of
a Ware County defender.

New Shelter
Gives Players
Protection
From Heat
By BRAD WILLIAMS
Staff Reporter
The Ware County Gators are in their third week of

hosting 7-on7 practice sessions that have drawn teams
such as Valdosta, Coffee High, Pierce County, Brant-
ley County and Clinch County for some fun and
friendly football action here. 
The “Skelly” sessions give coaches a chance to look

at their teams’ passing offense and defense against
some other talented local competition. 
The format is non-contact (touch), 7-on-7 football,

and is not really a competition.  The are no linemen
and it is all passing and geared towards all types of
high school offenses. Ware County head coach Ed
Dudley said, “We’ve had a good three weeks and will
be off next week for dead week (G.H.S.A. mandated),
but we will be coming back and doing this for three
more weeks after that.”
Just last week, a new practice field shelter was com-

pleted at Ware County High School. The Ware County
Gator Touchdown Club, along with the help of some
kind local companies, was able to see to it that a nice
shelter was built to help keep the football players
cooler during extremely hot days.
“We are focusing on performance and safety and we

try to keep our players acclimated to these hot condi-
tions by doing workouts such as this, and we give
them water or shelter whenever they need it.” Dudley
said. “The shelter looks great and the great thing is
how members of our community came together to
make it happen.” 
Dudley said that Touchdown Club president Daniel

Morris, was very key in helping get the shelter project
completed. Georgia Power employee Terry Griffin, set
the post for the shelter. D & S Roofing owner Whit
Dixon installed the roof, which was supplied by Cen-
tury Metals of Waycross. Eldridge Hardware supplied
the trusses at their cost.

Braves’ Jurrjens Records First Win Of Season
ATLANTA (AP) — Atlanta’s Jair Ju-

rrjens gave up one run and had a run-
scoring single in his first start in two
months as the Braves beat Washington
4-1.
Jurrjens (1-3) gave up six hits and

one run in five innings in his first start
since injuring his left hamstring on
April 29. He struck out six with two
walks.
Four Atlanta relievers combined to

give up two hits in four scoreless in-
nings. Billy Wagner earned his 16th
save.
Jurrjens led 3-0 after five innings and

was pulled after giving up singles to
Ryan Zimmerman and Adam Dunn and

walking Josh Willingham with no outs
in the sixth.

REDS 4, PHILLIES 3
CINCINNATI (AP) — Jay Bruce hit

a two-run homer in the eighth inning off
Roy Halladay, rallying Cincinnati to yet
another win in its final at-bat.
Joey Votto also homered off Halla-

day (9-7), who fell to 2-4 since his per-
fect game on May 29.

PIRATES 2, CUBS 0
CHICAGO (AP) — Brad Lincoln

pitched seven strong innings for his first
major league win, Garrett Jones had a

key RBI double and Pittsburgh contin-
ued its mastery of Chicago.
The last-place Pirates have beaten

the Cubs nine times in 12 meetings.
One-third of their victories (27) this
season have come against Chicago.

DODGERS 8, GIANTS 2
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Matt

Kemp homered and drove in three runs,
Vincente Padilla won his 100th game,
and Los Angeles completed a three-
game sweep of San Francisco.
Rafael Furcal had four hits, includ-

ing a home run, and drove in two for the
Dodgers, who earned a sweep in San
Francisco for the first time in three
years.

Padres 13, Rockies 3
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Clayton

Richard struck out a career-high 10 and
drove in two runs, and Scott Hairston
hit a three-run double and finished with
four RBIs as San Diego routed Col-
orado to avoid a three-game sweep.
Every Padres regular had at least one

hit and everyone scored at least one run
except Hairston. Hairston had four
RBIs for the second time in three games
and drove in his older brother, Jerry Jr.,
twice. Chris Denorfia scored three runs.

DIAMONDBACKS 4, CARDINALS 2
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Barry Enright

gave Arizona five solid innings as the
fill-in for Edwin Jackson and Chris

(see NL, page 7)
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